In response to Vodafone’s ‘Minutes per km2 of coverage across coutries’, Econet has the following analysis to share with the Commission.

Firstly, a number of the examples given aren’t countries at all, but instead some of the worlds most densely populated cities.

With regard to the specific UK example, Econet believes that a better analysis would consider base stations per subscriber as this gives a better estimate of the level of investment that has been made on a per subscriber basis.

In the UK, as at Jan 2006, Vodafone had approximately 14,900,000 subscribers and 20,800 BTS (cellsites).  This equates to 716 subscribers per BTS.

In New Zealand, as at Jan 2006, Vodafone had approximately 2,000,000 subscribers and 1,125 BTS.  This equates to 1,778 subscribers per base station.

These facts suggest that, on a BTS per subscriber basis, Vodafone invests 250% more in the UK than it does in New Zealand.

